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Daniel Crimmins, PhD, has been the 
representative for Georgia State 
University (GSU) School of Public 
Health to Morehouse School of 
Medicine (MSM), Prevention Research 
Center (PRC) Community Coalition 
Board (CCB) for more than ten years.

He joined the CCB when it was chaired 
by Mrs. Ella 
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�W�R���V�H�O�I���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�S�S�O�\���V�H�O�I���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G���W�R���E�H�W�W�H�U��
understand my own intentions, approaches, 
and paths. Most notably, we 
�I�R�U�P�H�G���D���Q�R�Q���S�U�R�I�L�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]��

ation (expected launch Winter 2021) to train 
community members as Mental Health 
First Aiders within the community.

Mental Health First Aid Testimony 
By Terry Ross

AtS  
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Fathers Matter Initiative: 
A Community Mobilization Approach Employed in 
Metro Atlanta to Support Father Involvement
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The schematic visual above is a graphic recording of the Leadership Summit takeaways. It displays the path towards 
the vision “to develop a system that serves fathers as well as moms and babies”. The seven primary strategies are in 
�J�R�O�G���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J���L�G�H�D�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���H�D�F�K�����$�O�V�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�U�H���V�R�P�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���S�L�W�I�D�O�O�V���E�D�U�U�L�H�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�������$�V�V�H�W�V��
are included on the top left.
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research study to 
improve epilepsy 
self-management 
behaviors such as 
reducing��
depression for��
Blacks living with

epilepsy. The study found Project 
UPLIFT to be successful in reducing 
depression in Blacks with epilepsy. 
Since the completion of that study, 
the E-CAB has been committed to 
increasing epilepsy awareness for 
people of various communities. 

Mrs. Joycelyn Martin is an epilepsy 
advocate and support person for her 
sister and mother, who both 
experience seizures. Mrs. Martin 
accepted an invitation to join the 
E-CAB after her sister’s doctor
suggested sharing her epilepsy
experience with others. Through the
E-CAB, she was able to take a
Seizure Recognition and First Aid
(SFA) training, which �W�D�X�J�K�W���K�H�U
�D�E�R�X�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�H�L�]�X�U�H��types,
symptoms, and safety tips. �6�K�R�U�W�O�\
�D�I�W�H�U���R�E�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�H�U�W�L�¿cation, Mrs.
Martin had a lifesaving experience.
One night before putting
her mother to bed,
Mrs. Martin noticed
that her mother
�Z�D�V���V�W�D�U�L�Q�J���R�I�I���L�Q�W�R
“space.” She recalled
staring being a symptom from the
SFA training and immediately began
timing the seizure.

�0�U�V�����0�D�U�W�L�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���R�Q�F�H���K�H�U���P�R�W�K�H�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Qced 
two seizures. Her mother was admitted to the intensive care unit due to 
uncontrolled seizures for a week before being discharged. If not for the 
SFA training, Mrs. Martin believes that she would not have been able to 
save her mother’s life. She recommends general and epilepsy 
communities be SFA �F�H�U�W�L�I�L�H�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���V�D�Y�H���O�L�Y�H�V�����7�R���O�H�D�U�Q���P�R�U�H���R�Q���D�E�R�X�W��
�6�H�L�]�X�U�H���5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��First Aid, please visit https://learn.epilepsy.com/. 

The Unexpected 
�%�H�Q�H�¿�W���R�I���6�H�L�]�X�U�H��
Recognition and 
First Aid Training
By Jocelyn Martin, Alexis Bell, 
Demetrius Geiger, and 
Rakale Collins Quarells, PhD

The MSM Epilepsy Community 
Advisory Board (E-CAB) was establi-
shed in 2015 as a part of an epilepsy 

E-CAB members at the Epilepsy Resource Day they hosted at MSM in September 2019


